

Long Range Curriculum Map Suzuki and Strings 2011-2012

	2011-2012
	August
	September
	October
	November
	December

	Third Grade


	Establish enrollment

Establish procedures and routines for class

Introduce the Suzuki method

Learn how to handle all equipment, cases and violins

Learn how to hold the violin, posture and position

Learn parts of the violin and bow

Begin to develop vocabulary used in Suzuki classes

Begin to develop team feeling, working together as one


	Review procedures and routines for class

Review how to handle all equipment, cases and violins

Review how to hold the violin, posture and position

Review parts of the violin and bow

Review vocabulary used in Suzuki classes

Emphasize  team feeling, working together as one

Place violin in lap and learn the strings names, pluck rhythms

Place violin on shoulder and pluck rhythms

Introduce the bow, learn the names of the parts, bow hold and place it on the strings


	Refine how to hold the violin, posture and position

Emphasize  team feeling and working together as one

Learn getting ready position, resting position, and playing position 

Learn to play the basic Suzuki rhythms on A and E

Introduce the first finger and second finger on A and E

Learn Pizza Shop, Old Brass Wagon

Introduce the 3,2,1 fingering on the A string

Learn Mississippi Stop, Stop Twinkle
Prepare students for their first formal assessment

Start individual playing and emphasize our safe room for all to try anything new

Teach self assessment and the acceptance of teacher critique 
	Start individual playing and emphasize our safe room for all to try anything new

Teach self assessment and the acceptance of teacher critique

Formal assessment 
Learn the remainder of the Suzuki Twinkle rhythms

Discuss the coming Parent’s workshop in January
Discuss the difference between a performance and a workshop.
	Continue individual playing and emphasize our safe room for all to try anything new

Review self assessment and the acceptance of teacher critique

Review all of the Suzuki Twinkle rhythms

Discuss the coming Parent’s Workshop in January

Discuss the difference between a performance and a workshop
Teach French Folk Song



	Fourth Grade 


	Establish enrollment

Establish procedures and routines for class

Introduce the Fourth Grade Orchestra goals for learning.

Learn how to handle all equipment, cases and stringed instruments

Learn how to hold the various instruments, including posture and position

Learn parts of the instruments

Begin introducing music facts, notation and beginning reading of music.

Develop responsibility of practicing and remembering materials
	Review procedures and routines for class

Review Fourth Grade Orchestra goals for learning.

Review handling of all equipment, cases and stringed instruments

Review how to hold the various instruments, including posture and position

Review parts of the instruments

Review music theory, notation and beginning note reading

Develop responsibility of practicing and remembering materials

Teach practice techniques
.Introduce the names of the open strings, basic rhythms and introduce the notes on the D and A strings and the proper fingering via ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS method book
	Refine posture and positions for playing various instruments

Emphasize music theory, notation and beginning note reading to include all the fingers and notes on the D and A strings

Emphasize responsibility of practicing and remembering materials.

Review practice techniques

Continue reading music in the packets handed out.

Begin Fourth Grade Strings Day music.

Introduce Twinkle and French Folk Song note reading included in the packet and previously learned by rote.

Introduce Lightly Row

Discuss formal grading procedures


	Refine the posture and positions for playing various instruments

Emphasize music theory, notation and beginning note reading to include all the fingers and notes on the D and A strings

Emphasize team feeling, responsibility of practicing and remembering materials
Remind and emphasize daily practicing

Continue reading music in the packets handed out.

Review and memorize Twinkle. French F Song, Lightly Row

Introduce and learn Song of the Wind and Go Tell Aunt Rhody

Emphasize proper placement of fingers for good intonation

Take Formal Assessment and teach self critique 


	Emphasize responsibility of practicing and remembering materials
Continue reading music in the packets handed out
Review and memorize Song of the Wind and Go Tell Aunt Rhody

Introduce and learn Allegro and May Song

Emphasize proper placement of fingers for good intonation

Emphasize the pending February Gala Event: Fourth Grade String Day



	Fifth Grade

	Establish enrollment

Establish procedures and routines for class

Introduce the Fifth Grade Orchestra goals for learning
Begin playing easy songs immediately using their already learned note reading skills

Develop responsibility of practicing and remembering materials
	Review procedures and routines for class

Review the Fifth Grade Orchestra goals for learning.

Introduce more advanced note reading and music theory via ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS method book.
Refine positions

Refine intonation

Introduce more advanced songs and techniques
Review easy songs to provide an element of “aha” time.  “I can do it”

Develop responsibility of practicing and remembering materials

Teach practice techniques
	Review more advanced note reading, and music facts 

Refine positions

Refine intonation

Introduce more advanced songs and technique.

Continue learning in the packets handed out

Introduce sight reading by using various method books I have in the cabinet

Begin All District Songs:
America and Song of Brotherhood

Remind and emphasize daily practicing

Review  practice techniques
	Review more advanced note reading, and music theory 

Formal Assessment and self critique

Review our All District Songs:
America and Song of Brotherhood

Introduce All District Song:
Sailor’s Song
Prepare for the Winter Program
Introduce Kaleidoscope, Jolly Old St. Nicholas, Chanukah, Chanukah,
Jingle Bells ,and Let It Snow 

Remind students about daily practicing
	Emphasize daily practice and preparation for the Winter Program

Repertoire:   Kaleidoscope,  Jolly Old St. Nicholas, Chanukah, Chanukah, Jingle Bells, All District Song –Sailor’s Song and Let It Snow

	2011-2012
	January
	February
	March
	April
	May

	Third Grade


	Review all  of the Suzuki Twinkle rhythms

Review French Folk Song 

Discuss the pending Parent’s workshop 

Emphasize the difference between a performance and a workshop
Review position, posture, intonation, and teamwork

Performance for Parents

Children experience teaching a parent or teacher


	Review all  of the Suzuki Twinkle rhythms

Review French Folk Song 

Discuss the pending Spring Concert

Discuss performance procedure

Review position, posture, intonation, and teamwork

Teach  Star Wars

Emphasize daily practice and preparation for the All District and the Spring Program


	Prepare for formal assessment

Take formal assessment

Discuss performance procedure, etiquette, and expectations

Play several Twinkle Variations at once to build stamina

Discuss tone quality

Discuss expression

Introduce Peanut Butter Jelly Blues and Old McDonald

Emphasize daily practice and preparation for the Spring Program
	Emphasize newer songs and review older songs for concert
Prepare for formal assessment

Prepare for Spring Concert, review concert behavior, position, posture and procedures

Participate in a formal performance
	Self assess the Concert and their individual participation
Formal and Final Assessment

Prepare for 4th Grade Strings by trying out the various instrument selections

Remind student about Parkway String Camp

	Fourth Grade 


	Emphasize responsibility of practicing and remembering materials
Review all music learned for Fourth Grade String Day

Refine tone production and intonation

Remind student to have all equipment and materials labeled

Emphasize the pending February Gala Event-Fourth Grade String Day


	Performance Fourth Grade String Day

Self critique the event

Prepare students for pending formal assessment

Begin music selected for the Spring Concert.
	Formal Assessment

Discuss the composers and historical background of the pieces selected for our concert

Use the lapboards to speed up the note recognition response.

Practice pieces

Assist students in understanding each other’s instrumental part in the piece practiced

Emphasize bowings and dynamics
	Serious rehearsal for Spring Concert
Concert: review concert behavior, position, posture and procedures

Participate in Formal performance


	Formal Assessment
Self Critique playing and program

Pick out pieces and  teach sight reading

Prepare students for 5th grade Strings

Remind student about Parkway String Camp

	Fifth Grade


	Prepare students for the more advanced curriculum of the Middle School

Review multi octave scales

Review shifting 

Introduce vibrato

Review our All District Songs:

America and Song of Brotherhood, Sailor’s Song
Introduce All District Song and learn-Gaelic Castle and Can Can 

Discuss performance procedure, etiquette, and expectations
	Review and prepare for All District and Spring Concert: review concert behavior, position, posture and procedures


	Formal Assessment and self critique

Participate in a Formal performance

Add additional children’s choice of entertaining and educational literature that meets their needs: i.e., Jeopardy, Flintstones, maybe Titanic or other selections TBD 
	Review, review, review for the performance

Remind and emphasize daily practicing

Review and prepare for  Spring Concert: review concert behavior, position, posture and procedures

Participate in a formal performance


	Formal Assessment and self critique

Introduce films that explain sound and how it is produced on a stringed instrument

Discuss music through the ages and show examples of modern day uses of the instrument
Remind student about Parkway String Camp




Gayla Rothermich-Carman and Barretts 2011-2012
Overarching Essential Questions for 3-5 Strings: 

1.  How does the way you use our body affect your ability to play?   

2.  How does music help a person express themselves?

3.  How does learning to play a string instrument help you in your other classes?

4.  How does a person’s interaction with others in Orchestra affect the music?

